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Part 3: The Joseph Principle

So with severe famine everywhere, Joseph opened up the storehouses and distributed grain 
to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout the land of Egypt. And people from all 
around came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph because the famine was severe throughout the 
world.  Genesis 41:56-57 (NLT)

THE ‘JOSEPH’ PRINCIPLE

1. ALWAYS PUT ______________________

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream last night, and no one here can tell me what 
it means. But I have heard that when you hear about a dream you can interpret it.”
“It is beyond my power to do this,” Joseph replied. “But God can tell you what it means 
and set you at ease.”  Genesis 41:15-16 (NLT)

Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you 
everything you need.  Matthew 6:33 (NLT)

Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, “How have we robbed you?” In 
your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the 
whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in 
my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the 
windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. I 
will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your 
vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. Then all nations will call you 
blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts.  Malachi 3:8-12 (ESV)

2. _____________________________________ DURING THE GOOD DAYS

Joseph responded, “Both of Pharaoh’s dreams mean the same thing. God is telling 
Pharaoh in advance what he is about to do. The seven healthy cows and the seven healthy 
heads of grain both represent seven years of prosperity. The seven thin, scrawny cows that 
came up later and the seven thin heads of grain, withered by the east wind, represent 
seven years of famine.”
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“This will happen just as I have described it, for God has revealed to Pharaoh in advance 
what he is about to do. The next seven years will be a period of great prosperity 
throughout the land of Egypt. But afterward there will be seven years of famine so great 
that all the prosperity will be forgotten in Egypt. Famine will destroy the land. This famine 
will be so severe that even the memory of the good years will be erased. As for having two 
similar dreams, it means that these events have been decreed by God, and he will soon 
make them happen.
“Therefore, Pharaoh should find an intelligent and wise man and put him in charge of the 
entire land of Egypt. Then Pharaoh should appoint supervisors over the land and let them 
collect one-fifth of all the crops during the seven good years. Have them gather all the 
food produced in the good years that are just ahead and bring it to Pharaoh’s storehouses. 
Store it away, and guard it so there will be food in the cities. That way there will be enough 
to eat when the seven years of famine come to the land of Egypt. Otherwise this famine 
will destroy the land.”  Genesis 41:25-36 (NLT)

Take a lesson from the ants, you lazybones! Learn from their ways and become wise! 
Though they have no prince or governor or ruler to make them work, they labor hard all 
summer, gathering food for the winter.  Proverbs 6:6-8 (NLT)
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3. ____________________________ DURING THE HARD DAYS

”I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. But don’t be upset, and 
don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here 
ahead of you to preserve your lives. This famine that has ravaged the land for two years 
will last five more years, and there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. God has sent 
me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors.”  
Genesis 45:4-7 (NLT) 

Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and 
curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that 
you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live!  
Deuteronomy 30:19 (NLT)
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