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SEACOAST CHURCH

Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, “especially 
Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there.  Joshua 2:1 (NIV)

The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land.” So the 
king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and entered your house, 
because they have come to spy out the whole land.” But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. 
She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. At dusk, when it was time 
to close the city gate, they left. I don’t know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up 
with them.” (But she had taken them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out 
on the roof.) So the men set out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as 
soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut.  Joshua 2:2–7 (NIV)

Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof and said to them, “I know that the Lord has 
given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting 
in fear because of you. We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came 
out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you 
completely destroyed. When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of 
you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.”  Joshua 2:8–11 (NIV)

Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because I have shown 
kindness to you. Give me a sure sign that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and 
sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us from death.  Joshua 2:12–13 (NIV)

WHAT I KNOW ABOUT DETOURS

1. SOMETIMES __________ CAUSES MY DETOURS

But I will not drive them out in a single year, because the land would become desolate and the wild animals 
too numerous for you. Little by little I will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to take 
possession of the land.  Exodus 23:29–30 (NIV)

• How do you know if God is involved in the detour?

 1. You know that God’s ____________ is on you

 2. You know you are doing ______________

2. SOMETIMES ______ CAUSE MY OWN DETOURS

But the men who had gone up with them said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” 
And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we 
explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. We saw the Nephilim there 
(the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we 
looked the same to them.”  Numbers 13:31–33 (NIV)
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3. SOMETIMES ________________ CAUSE MY DETOURS

4. YOU CAN’T DETOUR OUT OF THE ________________________________

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never 
perish. No one can snatch them away from me, for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful 
than anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand.  John 10:27–29 (NLT)

I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. 
But take heart, because I have overcome the world.  John 16:33  (NLT)

• Two truths:

 1. You will have _____________________

 2. God is ____________________ than the _____________________

We are hard pressed on all sides, we are never frustrated. We are puzzled, but never in despair. We are 
persecuted, but we never have to stand it alone. We may be knocked down, but we are never knocked out. 

2 Corinthians 4:8–9

WHEN YOU FIND YOURSELF IN A DETOUR, REMEMBER…

1. BE _____________________

So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time we will harvest a good crop if we 
don’t give up, or quit.  Galatians 6:9–10 (MSG)

2. BE ______________________

You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of 
many lives.  Genesis 50:20 (NIV)

3. BE ________________

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 
 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 (NIV)

Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and aflame. Be alert servants of the Master, cheerfully expectant. 
Don’t quit in hard times; pray all the harder.  Romans 12:11–12  (MSG)
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