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Part 2: The Dangers of Success

SEACOAST CHURCH

So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land.  Joshua 6:27 (NIV)

HOW TO TURN THE THRILL OF VICTORY INTO THE AGONY OF DEFEAT

1. ____________________________ MY OWN ABILITY

Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and 
told them, “Go up and spy out the region.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. When 
they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all the army will have to go up against Ai. Send 
two or three thousand men to take it and do not weary the whole army, for only a few 
people live there.” So about three thousand went up; but they were routed by the men of 
Ai, who killed about thirty-six of them. They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far 
as the stone quarries and struck them down on the slopes. At this the hearts of the people 
melted in fear and became like water.  Joshua 7:2-5 (NIV) 

Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.  Proverbs 16:14 (NIV)

2. ______________________________ THE CONSEQUENCES OF MY SIN

The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and all 
who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. But keep 
away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by 
taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and 
bring trouble on it.  Joshua 6:17-18 (NIV) 

The Lord said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? Israel has 
sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have 
taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them 
with their own possessions.  That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; 
they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not 
be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction.  
Joshua 7:10-12 (NIV)

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well.  Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Romans 6:23 (NIV) 
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GETTING READY FOR A TURNAROUND TUESDAY
1. RESTART THE ____________________________ WITH GOD.

Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the Lord, 
remaining there till evening.  Joshua 7:6 (NIV)

2. DISCOVER THE ____________ OF THE PROBLEM

Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. 
They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have 
put them with their own possessions.  That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their 
enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. 
I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to 
destruction.  Joshua 7:11-12 (NIV)

3. RUTHLESSLY DEAL WITH THE ____________

Joshua 7:13-26

Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole 
army with you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of 
Ai, his people, his city and his land.”  Joshua 8:1 (NIV) 

When you were dead in your sins…God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our 
sins, having cancelled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.  Colossians 2:13-14 (NIV) 
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