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I SEE A CHURCH

Session THREE
I See a Church That Grows Smaller as it Grows larger
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Weekly Memory Verse
Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return home and tell how much 

God has done for you.” So the man went away and told all over 

town how much Jesus had done for him.  Luke 8:38-39

HOW DO YOU GROW SMALLER 
AS YOU GROW BIGGER?

When a church or organization is healthy, it grows. That’s a great thing—but sometimes, a church can grow so 

much that it begins to feel “too big.” For folks who are new, it may seem overwhelming. They may feel anony-

mous in the crowd and wonder where they fit among such a big group.

How do you grow smaller as you grow bigger? The key is finding ways to connect people so that they can share 

their stories with one another. When you know someone’s story, and they know yours, a big place can begin 

to feel like home.
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The key is finding ways to connect 

people so that they can share their 

stories with one another.  

When you know someone’s story, 

and they know yours, a big place can 

begin to feel like home.

This week Pastor Josh Surratt will encourage everyone to 

share their stories with one another. If you want more time 

to do this, consider skipping the GETTING STARTED and 

REFLECT sections. Instead, you could move straight to 

the TEACHING and RESPOND sections. This is up to you; 

do whatever is best for your group.

Open your group with prayer.
This should be a brief, simple prayer, in which you invite God to be with you as you meet. You can 

pray for specific requests at the end of the meeting, or stop momentarily to pray if a particular 

situation comes up during your discussion.

I SEE A CHURCH
NOTE TO 
LEADERS
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Telling our personal stories builds deeper connections among group members.  BEGIN YOUR TIME TOGETHER 

by using the following questions and activities to get people talking.  Last week we talked about what it means 

to love others with the love God’s given us.  This week, we’ll look at how that played out in the early church and 

what we can learn from their example.

Getting 
Started

1. Have you ever judged someone on a first impression, but after you heard their story you changed your mind? 

What happened?

2. Describe a time when you had to find your place in a “big” place: maybe when you started high school, or 

college, or a new job. How did you navigate that time? How did you make connections that made it feel more 

comfortable and familiar? 
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WATCH NOW:  DVD SESSION 3

TEaCHING 
NOTES

Watch the DVD for this session now. After watching the 

video, move on to the Reflect and Respond sections.
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REFLECT
When we sense God teaching us or drawing our attention to something, it’s important to stop and reflect on what he 

might be trying to tell us. Use the following questions to guide your discussion of the teaching and stories you just 

experienced, and the Bible passage below. 

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 11:23-33

1. How  might knowing Paul’s story, shared in the passage above, help others connect with him? How would it 

impact his credibility as a teacher and evangelist?

2. In the video, we heard that a big church grows smaller not only when we learn other people’s stories, but also 

when we share our own story. Which is harder for you to do—listen to others or tell your story?

3. How does hearing about others’ struggles draw us closer to them?
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Now that we have spent some time reflecting on what God might be saying to us, let’s talk about how we will apply the 

wisdom we have learned from the teaching and Bible study. Then think about practical steps we can take in the coming 

week to live out what we have learned.

ACTION
STEPS

CLOSE THIS SESSION WITH PRAYER.

While others share, simply listen attentively. Don’t interrupt, give advice, preach or try to interpret their story for them.  

Simply use this exercise as a chance to practice listening and learning more about the people in your group.  As we heard 

in the video, “let the stories speak for themselves.” Encourage and affirm one another as you listen.

Allow everyone to answer this question: “HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU THIS WEEK?”  Be sure to write prayer requests 

on your Prayer and Praise Report on page 100.

Respond 

Take some time now to share your 

stories. An easy way to do this: Have 

each person in the group share three 

life “milestones”—one significant 

event from childhood, another 

from adolescence, and a third from 

adulthood. Designate one person in 

the group be a time-keeper, and limit 

the sharing time to about five minutes 

per person.



47



GOING 
DEEPER

You can explore the following Bible passage as a group (if there is time) or on 

your own between sessions. Try writing down your reflections in a journal or in 

this study guide. A great way to gain insight on a passage is to read it in several 

different translations. You may want to use a Bible app or website to compare 

translations.

READ LUKE 8:26-39

This unusual story of a healing tells of a man who was set free from demon 

possession. What has God set you free from?

What does the healed man want to do?

What does Jesus tell the man to do instead? Why do you think he told him this?

How do you think this man’s story impacted those in his hometown?

READ TITUS 3:3-7

This short passage gives us a model for how we tell our stories. It has a “before” 

and “after.” Can you identify each? 

What is the turning point that shifts the story?

What is the turning point of your story?



49



50

Ask God to speak to you through His word.

DEVOTIONALS

I SEE A CHURCH

Day 1. 
READ PSALM 66:16
Come and hear, all you who fear God; 

let me tell you what he has done for me.

CONSIDER:

Our story is not just about us but what 

God has done for us. Who could be 

encouraged by the story of what God 

has done for you?

Day 2. 

READ PSALM 66:17   
I cried out to him with my mouth;
    his praise was on my tongue.

CONSIDER:
Think about a time when you cried out 
to God, perhaps in a time of difficulty. 
Thank him right now for hearing  
your cry.

Day 3. 
READ PSALM 66:18
If I had cherished sin in my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened;

CONSIDER:
What does this verse tell us about 
the impact of unconfessed sin on our 
relationship with God?

DAILY 
Reflections
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Use these daily devotions to go deeper into this week’s topic. Each day, read the verse given. Take your time. 

Ask God to speak to you through His word. Listen to what he wants to say to you, and respond to him as you 

meditate on the truths of Scripture.

DEVOTIONALS

Day 4. 
READ PSALM 66:19
but God has surely listened and has 
heard my prayer. 

CONSIDER:
Your story is more than what happened 
to you. It’s your life, intersected with the 
action of God and with prayer. What 
part of your story do you need to spend 
some time talking with God about 
today?

Day 5. 
READ PSALM 66:20
Praise be to God,
who has not rejected my prayer
or withheld his love from me!

CONSIDER:
Even in difficult circumstances, God 
gives us his love. And when we share 
our stories, we share that love with 
others. Their stories show us God’s 
love, and ours show them God’s love. 
How can you show someone God’s 
faithfulness and love through your 
story?

Day 6. 
Use the following space to write any 
thoughts God has put in your heart and 
mind about the things we have looked 
at in this session and during your 
devotional time this week. You may also 
want to write down observations or 
questions that you’d like to share with 
the group at your next meeting.

SUMMARY: 


