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Overcoming Disappointment

“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, 
that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”
But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”
Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that 
you know me.”  Luke 22:31-34 (NIV)

Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high priest. Peter 
followed at a distance. And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard 
and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him seated there in 
the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with him.”
But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said.
A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.”
“Man, I am not!” Peter replied.
About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.”
Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the 
rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word 
the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 
And he went outside and wept bitterly.  Luke 22:54-62 (NIV)

HOW TO OVERCOME DISAPPOINTMENT…

1. DON’T BE QUICK TO HANG YOUR HEAD.  

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the 
doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.”  John 20:19-22 (NIV)

Overcoming Disappointment

2. LISTEN FOR THE ROAR OF THE CROWD. 

Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had 
taken it off) and jumped into the water. John 21:7 (NIV)

3. KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE BALL.

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, 
you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”  John 21:15-18 (NIV)

It’s Not Over


