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The Importance of Tables

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.  Mark 10:45 (NLT)

For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.  Luke 19:10 (NLT)

The Son of Man came eating and drinking…  Luke 7:34a (NIV)

The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, “Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners.”  Luke 7:34 (NIV)

 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth. 
“Follow me,” Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and followed him. Then Levi 
held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were 
eating with them. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect 
complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” Jesus 
answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  Luke 5:27–32 (NIV)

THREE TABLES THAT EVERYBODY NEEDS RIGHT NOW:

1. TABLE OF INCLUSION

But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to 
his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”  Luke 5:30 (NIV)

The Importance of Tables

2. TABLE OF HEALING

Jesus: “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  Luke 5:31-32 (NIV)

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  James 5:16 (NIV)

• Study from Pastoral Care Inc
• 75% of Pastors are “Extremely Stressed”
• 80% believe pastoral ministry has negatively affected their 

family
• 70% constantly fight depression
• 85% have never taken a sabbatical
• 70% do not have someone they consider a close friend.

3. TABLE OF HOPE

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 
let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  John 14:27 (NIV)

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  Isaiah 41:10 (NIV)

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.  
Isaiah 26:3 (NIV)

The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake 
you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.  Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)

I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.  John 16:33 (NIV)

 Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me.  John 14:1 (NIV)
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