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The Pursuit of Heaven

We therefore are Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  
2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV)

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Philippians 3:20 (NIV)

THE PURSUIT OF HEAVEN

1. STARTS WITH PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Matthew 6:9-10 (NIV)

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms.  Ephesians 6:12 (NIV)

Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding 
and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in 
response to them.  Daniel 10:12 (NIV)

2. REQUIRES PERSEVERANCE

Consider it pure joy my brothers whenever you face trials of many kinds because you know 
that the testing of your faith develops perseverance, perseverance must finish its work so 
that you may be mature and complete not lacking anything.  James 1:2-4 (NIV)

Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, 
“Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along 
with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My soul is 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”
Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you men keep watch 
with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
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He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be 
taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”
When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. So he 
left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.
Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? 
Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the hands of sinners.  
Matthew 26:36-45 (NIV)

• Use words to describe your feelings.

• Be willing to tell those closest to you.

• Keep going back to God.

3. INVOLVES PEOPLE

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 
“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 
You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, 
you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your 
father and mother.’”
“Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.  
Mark 10:17-22 (NIV)


