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What Is The Church?

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, 
but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
Matthew 16:13-18 (NIV)

THREE PICTURES OF THE CHURCH

1. BODY OF CHRIST

There is one body, but it has many parts. But all its many parts make up one body. It is 
the same with Christ... Suppose the foot says, “I am not a hand. So I don’t belong to the 
body.” By saying this, it cannot stop being part of the body. And suppose the ear says, “I 
am not an eye. So I don’t belong to the body.” By saying this, it cannot stop being part of 
the body. If the whole body were an eye, how could it hear? If the whole body were an 
ear, how could it smell? God has placed each part in the body just as he wanted it to be. If 
all the parts were the same, how could there be a body? As it is, there are many parts. But 
there is only one body... You are the body of Christ. Each one of you is a part of it.
1 Corinthians 12:12, 15-20, 27 (NIRV)

2. FAMILY OF GOD

He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away from him, and 
peace to the Jews who were near. Now all of us can come to the Father through the same 
Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us. So now you Gentiles are no longer 
strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people. You are 
members of God’s family. 
Ephesians 2:17-19 (NLT)
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3. BRIDE OF CHRIST

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to 
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present 
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but 
holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated their own body, 
but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ does the church— for we are members 
of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a profound mystery—but I am talking 
about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves 
himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 
Ephesians 5:25-33 (NIV)
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