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Happy Are The Poor in Spirit

Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. His disciples gathered around him, 
and he began to teach them:
“Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor;
    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
Happy are those who mourn;
    God will comfort them!
Happy are those who are humble;
    they will receive what God has promised!
Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires;
    God will satisfy them fully! 
Happy are those who are merciful to others;
    God will be merciful to them!
Happy are the pure in heart;
    they will see God! 
Happy are those who work for peace;
    God will call them his children!
Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires;
    the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!”
Matthew 5:1-10 (GNT)

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:3 (NIV)

You’re blessed when you’re at the end of your rope. With less of you there is more of God and 
his rule.
Matthew 5:3 (MSG)

THREE AREAS WHERE I’M UTTERLY DEPENDENT ON GOD 

1. I’M UTTERLY DEPENDENT ON JESUS TO FORGIVE ME FROM MY SIN.

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
Romans 3:23 (NIV)
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For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23 (NIV)

Then Jesus told this story to some who had great confidence in their own righteousness 
and scorned everyone else:  “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, 
and the other was a despised tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this 
prayer: ‘I thank you, God, that I am not like other people—cheaters, sinners, adulterers. 
I’m certainly not like that tax collector! I fast twice a week, and I give you a tenth of my 
income.’”
“But the tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven as he 
prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me, for I am 
a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”
Luke 18:9-14 (NLT)

2. I’M UTTERLY DEPENDENT ON THE HOLY SPIRIT TO BE FULLY FREE AND HEALED.

They offer superficial treatments for my people’s mortal wound. They give assurances of 
peace when there is no peace.
Jeremiah 6:14 (NLT) 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. 
Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV)

3. I’M UTTERLY DEPENDENT ON GOD FOR DIRECTION AND PURPOSE.

From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he 
marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this 
so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not 
far from any one of us. “For in him we live and move and have our being.” 
Acts 17:26-28 (NIV)
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