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Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches 
others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you that unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly 
not enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:17-20 (NIV)

1. THE LAW WAS GIVEN AS A LOVE LETTER TO BE FREE

These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to 
observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, so that you, your children 
and their children after them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping 
all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. Hear, 
Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase 
greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, 
promised you.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you 
today are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
Deuteronomy 6:1-8 (NIV)
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2. HONORING THE OLD GIVES US STRENGTH FOR THE NEW

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After 
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’”

Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 
temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
    and they will lift you up in their hands,
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’”
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 
worship me.”

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.’”

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
Matthew 4:1-11 (NIV)

3. JESUS IS THE FINE PRINT

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” 
John 14:6 (NIV)
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