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Secret Prayers

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole 
city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Jesus entered the temple courts and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the 
money changers and the benches of those selling doves. “It is written,” he said to them, “‘My house will be called a 
house of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a den of robbers.’” 
Matthew 21:9-13 (NIV)

HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? 

And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.

This, then, is how you should pray:
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”

For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not 
forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
Matthew 6:5-15 (NIV)
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Secret Prayers

AREAS WE TEND TO PRAY OVER

• RESOURCE

David praised the Lord in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, “Praise be to you, Lord the God of our 
father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and 
the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you 
are exalted as head over all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands 
are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
glorious name.
1 Chronicles 29:10-13 (NIV)

• ALIGNMENT

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or 
take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 
me. 
Psalm 51:10-12 (NIV)

• HEALING

Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. Is anyone 
among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name 
of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they 
have sinned, they will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 
James 5:13-16 (NIV)

• SHAMELESS AUDACITY

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves of bread; a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ And 
suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. 
I can’t get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because 
of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.

So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened.

Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will 
give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
Luke 11:5-13 (NIV)

palm sunday


