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Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll
recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch
how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you.
Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly. Matthew 11:28-30 (MSG)
For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who
sent me. John 6:38 (ESV)
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Galatians 5:25
“Everything is permissible,” but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible,”
but not everything is edifying. 1 Corinthians 10:23 (BSB)

1.

PRIORITY: CHOOSE MISSION OVER POSITION
The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim.
Moses said to Joshua, “Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites.
Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the staff of God in my hands.”
So Joshua fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and
Hur went to the top of the hill. As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites
were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning.
When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat
on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that
his hands remained steady till sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army
with the sword. Exodus 17:9-13 (NIV)
But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you
as well. Matthew 6:33 (NIV)
Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper
in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. Psalm 84:10 (NIV)

Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down,
asked a favor of him. “What is it you want?” he asked. She said, “Grant that one of these
two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom.” “You
don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going
to drink?” “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my
cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for
whom they have been prepared by my Father.” When the ten heard about this, they were
indignant with the two brothers. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that
the rulers of the Gentiles Lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over
them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
Matthew 20:20-25

2. PRIORITY: CHOOSE MOTIVATION OVER EXPECTATION
When the Pharisees heard how he had bested the Sadducees, they gathered their forces
for an assault. One of their religion scholars spoke for them, posing a question they hoped
would show him up: “Teacher, which command in God’s Law is the most important?”
Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.’
This is the most important, the first on any list. But there is a second to set alongside it:
‘Love others as well as you love yourself.’” Matthew 22:34-38 (MSG)
If you only love the lovable, do you expect a pat on the back? Run-of-the-mill
sinners do that. If you only help those who help you, do you expect a medal?
Luke 6:31-32 (MSG)

3. PRIORITIES: CHOOSE LEGACY OVER TEMPORARY
Each one of these people of faith died not yet having in hand what was promised, but still
believing. How did they do it? They saw it way off in the distance, waved their greeting,
and accepted the fact that they were transients in this world. People who live this way
make it plain that they are looking for their true home. If they were homesick for the old
country, they could have gone back any time they wanted. But they were after a far better
country than that—heaven country. You can see why God is so proud of them, and has a
City waiting for them. Hebrews 11:13-16 (MSG)

