
Joel Delph

The Promise and Presence of Peace

WHY ADVENT MATTERS

•	 Renews an appreciation for the Gospel

•	 Reminds us of our BC days

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice 
before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar 
across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every 
garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is 
born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of 
his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
Isaiah 9:2-7 (NIV)

•	 The first moment of sunrise

•	 Day of Midian

•	 Government on his shoulders

THE PRESENCE OF HIS PEACE

•	 HIS PEACE IS A PERSONAL PROMISE TO YOU

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying:
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For 
my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”

The Promise and Presence of Peace

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
Luke 2:25-32; 36-38 (NIV)

•	 HIS PEACE GIVES ME PROVISION

So do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” or “What shall 
we wear?” For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Matthew 6:31-34 (NIV)

•	 HIS PEACE MAKES ME A CONDUIT OF BLESSING

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four 
times the amount.”
Luke 19:8 (NIV)

•	 HIS PEACE IS A GIFT OF OUR SURRENDER

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 
Romans 10:9-10 (NIV)
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